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STATE OF MINNESOTA 

IN SUPREME COURT 

In Re Petition for Disciplinary Action PETITION FOR
 
against BENJAMIN ADAM WARPEHA, DISCIPLINARY ACTION
 
a Minnesota Attorney,
 
Registration No. 29763X.
 

TO THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 

At the direction of a Lawyers Professional Responsibility Board Panel, the 

Director of the Office of Lawyers Professional Responsibility, hereinafter Director, 

files this petition. 

The above-named attorney, hereinafter respondent, was admitted to practice law 

in Minnesota on October 29, 1999. Respondent currently practices law in Minneapolis, 

Minnesota. 

Respondent has committed the following unprofessional conduct warranting 

public discipline: 

FIRST COUNT 

1. On August 5,2004, respondent was charged with one misdemeanor count 

of indecent conduct. 

2. On December 2, 2004, respondent pled guilty to one count of indecent 

conduct. Respondent was given a stay of imposition pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 609.135, 

if there were no same or similar charges for a year and respondent paid a fee of $150. 

On December 1, 2005, pursuant to the sentence, respondent's plea was withdrawn from 

the court and the matter was dismissed. 

3. On December 13, 2010, respondent was serving jury duty in Hennepin 

County. The case respondent was a potential juror for was a felony criminal matter 

where the defendant was charged with one count of criminal sexual conduct in the first 

degree and one count of kidnapping. 

4. On December 13, 2010, respondent completed the juror questionnaire. 

Respondent did not answer truthfully on his juror questionnaire because he did not list 



his misdemeanor indecent conduct conviction on the question re1ated to whether the 

potential juror had a criminal conviction. 

5. On December 15, 2010, respondent was put under oath and questioned by 

defense counsel, Joseph Fru, and the prosecutor, Judy Johnston. 

6. While under oath during voir dire, respondent repeatedly made 

misrepresentations regarding his misdemeanor indecent conduct conviction. 

7. Respondent's false statements during voir dire were dishonest, deceitful, 

and/or misrepresented the facts of his criminal conviction in violation of Rule 8.4(c), 

Minnesota Rules of Professional Conduct (MRPC). 

8. Respondent's false statements during voir dire were prejudicial to the 

administration of justice in violation of Rule 8.4(d), MRPC. 

WHEREFORE, the Director respectfully prays for an order of this Court 

imposing appropriate discipline, awarding costs and disbursements pursuant to the 

Rules on Lawyers Professional Responsibility, and for such other, further or different 

relief as may be just and proper. 
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