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STATE OF MINNESOTA
 

IN SUPREME COURT
 

In Re Petition for Disciplinary SUPPLEMENTARY PETITION 
Action against STEVEN PAUL LUNDEEN, FOR DISCIPLINARY ACTION 
a Minnesota Attorney, 
Registration No. 273776. 

TO THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 

The Director of the Office of Lawyers Professional Responsibility, hereinafter 

Director, files this supplementary petition for disciplinary action pursuant to 

Rules 10(e) and 12(a), Rules on Lawyers Professional Responsibility (RLPR). 

Respondent is currently the subject of an April 22, 2010, petition for disciplinary 

action. The Director has investigated further allegations of unprofessional conduct 

against respondent. 

The Director alleges that respondent has committed the following additional 

unprofessional conduct warranting public discipline: 

FIFTH COUNT 

Failure to Appear for a Trial and Making False Statements to the Court 

57. On March 30,2011, Bloomington police responded to a call from a tow 

truck driver reporting an individual, who was later identified as respondent, sleeping in 

his car. Upon arrival, the responding police officer viewed respondent asleep inside his 

vehicle with a glass pipe, which is commonly used to smoke narcotics, in plain view. 

The police officer further observed a plastic bag containing suspected cocaine. 

58. The police officer placed respondent under arrest and searched the 

vehicle, which turned up a tube containing more suspected cocaine. Respondent 

subsequently admitted to the arresting officer that he was in possession of cocaine. 
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After testing, the substances in the glass pipe, plastic bag and container all tested 

positive for cocaine. 

59. Willie Roy Evans retained respondent to represent him on criminal 

charges involving stalking, terroristic threats and domestic assault by strangulation. 

60. Respondent filed a certificate of representation on IvIarch 28, 2011. The 

matter was scheduled for trial on March 29,2011, in Ramsey County. Respondent 

requested a continuance, but the court had previously informed Evans that if he 

retained private counsel that Evans should advise his counsel that no continuances 

would be granted. Respondent informed the court that he was undertaking the 

representation, despite the lack of preparation time, because he needed the legal fee that 

Evans paid him. The public defender that had been representing Evans was prepared 

to proceed with trial; however, the court permitted respondent to substitute as counsel 

for Evans. It was anticipated that trial would last several days, given the serious nature 

of the felony counts with which Evans was charged. 

61. Respondent appeared and represented Evans on the first day of trial on 

March 29, 2011. Respondent was observed, both by the court and prosecutor, sleeping 

during the trial. Respondent was awakened with the assistance of the clerk of court. At 

a bench conference at the conclusion of that day, respondent admitted to the court that 

he was "bobbing" and having difficulty staying awake. 

62. The second day of trial was scheduled to begin at 9:00 a.m. on March 30, 

2011. Respondent had previously informed the court that he had a civil hearing in 

Anoka County on a different matter scheduled that afternoon and the court agreed to 

recess after the morning. 

63. Respondent's statement that he had a civil hearing in Anoka County that 

afternoon was false, as further outlined below. 

64. Respondent did not appear for the second day of trial on March 30,2011, 

because he had been arrested for possession of cocaine as described in Count Five 

above. Respondent did not inform the court or his client of his arrest or that he would 
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not be appearing for trial that day. When respondent did not appear, the court called 

respondent's law office and sent a sheriff's deputy to his office to do a wellness check. 

The court also contacted the court administrator for Anoka County and learned that 

respondent was not scheduled to appear for any hearings, as previously claimed by 

respondent, on the arternoon or March 30,2011.1 

65. At 9:00 a.m. on the morning of March 31, 2011, respondent left a message 

with the court's clerk claiming that his absence was the result of a medical emergency. 

Respondent called back and informed the court's clerk that he had been attacked on 

March 30, 2011, and woke up in a hospital in Iowa. The Evans criminal trial was set to 

resume the afternoon of March 31,2011. 

66. Prior to the start of trial, respondent met with the court in chambers and 

claimed that he had slipped on ice, hit his head, and awoke in a hospital in Iowa where 

he sought treatment. When the court confronted respondent about the discrepancies 

between this story and what he had previously told the court's clerk, respondent denied 

informing the clerk that he was attacked and awoke in a hospital in Iowa. The court 

directed respondent to divulge the name of the clinic so that court could verify his 

story. Respondent then asserted it was not in fact a medical clinic but a chiropractic 

clinic. 

67. At this point, the court decided to make a formal record of respondent's 

reason for his absence from trial the day before. On the record, respondent initially 

testified that he had slipped and fell, denied his previous statements to the court about 

being attacked or awaking at a hospital in Iowa, and stated that he had sought 

treatment at the home of a friend who was a chiropractor. Respondent provided the 

court with the name of the chiropractor, Dr. James Melli. 

I Respondent was scheduled to make an initial appearance in his divorce proceedings in Ramsey County 
the morning of March 30, 2011, but he did not appear for that matter due to his arrest. 
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68. The court took a break and called Melli to verify respondent's treatment. 

Melli denied having treated respondent on the day in question. Respondent's 

statements to the court were false. 

69. At the close of trial the afternoon of March 31,2011, the court directed 

respondent to go on the record again to explain his absence the day before. At this time, 

respondent informed the court of his arrest. When the court confronted respondent 

about why he misled the court, respondent stated only that, "I did not tell you the 

whole story." 

70. Respondent's absence from trial due to a drug related arrest and 

subsequent false statements to the court resulted in the court declaring a mistrial. 

71. Respondent's conduct violated Rules 3.3(a), 3.4(c), 4.1 and 8.4(c) and (d), 

Minnesota Rules of Professional Conduct (MRPC). 

SIXTH COUNT
 

Continuing Pattern of Non-Cooperation
 

72. On April 4, 2011, Judge George Stephenson, who had presided over the 

Evans criminal trial described above, filed an ethics complaint against respondent. On 

April 7, 201 t the Director sent respondent a notice of investigation. The notice 

requested respondent's response within 14 days to the allegations in the complaint. 

Respondent has failed to respond. 

73. On April 21, 2011, the Ramsey County Attorney's Office filed an ethics 

complaint against respondent stemming from the criminal charges against respondent 

and respondent's conduct in the criminal trial described above. On April 22, 2011, the 

Director sent respondent a notice of investigation. The notice requested respondent's 

response within 14 days to the allegations in the complaint. Respondent has failed to 

respond. 
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74. Respondent's conduct constitutes a continuing pattern of non-cooperation 

in addition to the non-cooperation set forth in the Fourth Count of the petition for 

discipline. 

75. Respondent's conduct violated Rule 8.1(b), MRPC, and Rule 25, RLPR. 

WHEREFORE, the Director respectfUlly prays for an order of this Court 

imposing appropriate discipline, awarding costs and disbursements pursuant to the 

Rules on Lawyers Professional Responsibility, and for such other, further or different 

relief as may be just and proper. 

Dated: M~ t't .2011. Jl!Vf1R 
MARTIN A. COLE 
DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE OF LAWYERS 

PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY 
Attorney No. 148416 
1500 Landmark Towers 
345 St. Peter Street 
St. Paul, MN 55102-1218 
(651) 296-3952 

and 

~cJ----
CASSIE HANSON 
SENIOR ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 
Attorney No. 303422 

This supplementary petition is approved for filing pursuant to Rule 10(e), RLPR, 

by the undersigned.
 

Dated: /11 d Ie; ,2011.
 

~L~~= 
WILLIAM P. DONOHUE 
PANEL CHAIR, LAWYERS PROFESSIONAL 
RESPONSIBILITY BOARD 
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