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STATE OF MINNESOTA 

IN SUPREME COURT 

In Re Petition for Disciplinary PETITION FOR
 
Action against DENO WALTER BERNDT, DISCIPLINARY ACTION
 
a Minnesota Attorney,
 
Registration No. 215636.
 

TO THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA:
 

The Director of the Office of Lawyers Professional Responsibility, hereinafter 

Director, files this petition upon the parties' agreement pursuant to Rules 10(a) and 

12(a), Rules on Lawyers Professional Responsibility. The Director alleges: 

The above-named attorney, hereinafter respondent, was admitted to practice law 

in Minnesota on May 10, 1991. Respondent currently practices law in Minneapolis, 

Minnesota. 

Respondent has committed the following unprofessional conduct warranting 

public discipline: 

DISCIPLINARY HISTORY 

A. On November 17, 1998, respondent was issued an admonition for failing 

to timely respond to discovery and failing to timely notify a client about an order for 

sanctions. 

B. On August 2, 2006, respondent was suspended from the practice of law for 

a period of 90 days, stayed on the condition that respondent be publicly reprimanded 

and placed on supervised probation for a period of two years, for neglecting client 

matters and making misrepresentations to clients to conceal that neglect. 

FIRST COUNT 

Taylor Matter 

1. Respondent represented Craig Taylor in a marital dissolution proceeding. 
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2. On or about August 12, 2011, and in connection with that proceeding, 

Taylor's home sold. Taylor's share of the proceeds was $95,025.45. The funds were 

delivered to respondent as Taylor's counsel, to distribute to Taylor. 

3. Respondent misappropriated those funds to his own benefit. 

4. Respondent took affirmative steps to conceal receipt of the funds and his 

misappropriation and to forestall Taylor's efforts to seek full payment. Respondent 

made multiple misrepresentation to Taylor and has issued at least one check to Taylor 

although respondent knew there were not funds in the account to cover the check. 

5. To date, respondent has repaid $35,350. Respondent owes Taylor 

$59,675.45. 

6. Respondent's conduct violated Rules 1.15(a), 4.1 and 8.4(c), Minnesota 

Rules of Professional Conduct. 

WHEREFORE, the Director respectfully prays for an order of this Court 

disbarring respondent from the practice of law or imposing otherwise appropriate 

discipline, awarding costs and disbursements pursuant to the Rules on Lawyers 

Professional Responsibility, and for such other, further or different relief as may be just 

and proper. 

Dated: February 9 ,2012. 
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MARTIN A. COLE 
DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE OF LAWYERS 

PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY 
Attorney No. 148416 
1500 Landmark Towers 
345 St. Peter Street 
St. Paul, MN 55102-1218 
(651) 296-3952 

and 
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TIMQIH¥· . BURKE 
SENIOR ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 
Attorney No. 19248x 
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