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STATE OF MINNESOTA
November 12, 2015
IN SUPREME COURT OFFICE OF
APPELLATE COURTS
A15-1285

In re Petition for Disciplinary Action against
Timothy J. Oliver, a Minnesota Attorney,
Registration No. 0121393.

ORDER

The Director of the Office of Lawyers Professional Responsibility has filed a
petition for disciplinary action alleging that respondent Timothy J. Oliver pleaded guilty
to wire fraud, in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 1343 (2012). The Director has also filed a
petition, pursuant to Rule 16, Rules on Lawyers Professional Responsibility (RLPR),
seeking an order temporarily suspending respondent from the practice of law pending the
final determination of the disciplinary proceedings. Respondent opposes the petition for
temporary suspension.

In his answer to the petition for disciplinary action, respondent admitted that he
pleaded guilty to wire fraud and is awaiting acceptance of his guilty plea and sentencing
in federal court. At his guilty-plea hearing, respondent admitted that his fraudulent
conduct involved $500,000 that he obtained in 2009 on behalf of a company he
controlled in order to secure a letter of credit. Within weeks of receipt, respondent had
personally spent the funds and then made misrepresentations intended to lull the provider
of the funds into believing that the funds had been used to secure a letter of credit when,

in fact, respondent knew that there was no letter of credit.



Given the specific facts and circumstances of this case, restrictions must be placed
on respondent’s authority to practice law pending final resolution of the disciplinary
proceedings in order to adequately protect the public.

Based upon all the files, records, and proceedings herein,

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT:

1. The petition for temporary suspension is granted to the extent that the
restrictions in paragraphs (2) — (5) below on respondent’s authority to practice law are
imposed pending final resolution of the disciplinary proceedings. The petition to
temporarily suspend respondent is otherwise denied.

2. Respondent is prohibited from handling client funds, effective as of the date
of the filing of this order.

3. Within 10 days of the date of the filing of this order, respondent shall
provide written notice to his existing clients of his criminal proceedings and of the
disciplinary proceedings pending against him. Such notice shall state that respondent has
pleaded guilty to wire fraud, in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 1343, that respondent may not
handle client funds; that the Director of the Office of Lawyers Professional
Responsibility has filed a petition for disciplinary action against respondent; and that the
Director seeks respondent’s suspension or disbarment from the practice of law.
Respondent may state that he is cooperating with the Director’s investigation but that he
is contesting the discipline proposed in the petition for disciplinary action. Respondent
shall also provide the same notice to clients who retain respondent on or after the date of

this order.



4. Within 14 days of the date of the filing of this order, respondent shall file
with the Director an affidavit showing that respondent has fully complied with the court’s
order, including attaching copies of the notice he sent to clients. Respondent shall also
explain the actions taken to ensure that he does not handle client funds.

5. Pending final resolution of the disciplinary proceedings against him,
respondent shall be supervised by a licensed Minnesota attorney, appointed by the
Director. Within 5 days of the date of this order, respondent shall provide to the Director
the name of an attorney who has agreed to be nominated as respondent’s supervisor. If
the attorney who has agreed to be nominated as respondent’s supervisor is not acceptable
to the Director, the Director shall appoint a supervisor. Respondent shall cooperate fully
with the supervisor in his or her efforts to monitor compliance with this probation.
Respondent shall contact the supervisor and schedule a minimum of one in-person
meeting per calendar quarter. Respondent shall submit to the supervisor an inventory of
all active client files by the first day of each month during the probation. With respect to
each active file, the inventory shall disclose the client name, type of representation, date
opened, most recent activity, next anticipated action, and anticipated closing date.
Respondent’s supervisor shall file written reports with the Director at least quarterly, or at
such more frequent intervals as may reasonably be requested by the Director.

Dated: November 12, 2015 BY THE COURT:

[yPA

David R. Stras
Associate Justice




STRAS, J., who joins in the court’s decision to place restrictions on respondent’s
authority to practice law, would have granted the petition in full and temporarily

suspended respondent pending final resolution of the disciplinary proceedings.

LILLEHAUG, J., took no part in the consideration or decision of this case.



